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Expert lecture report on ‘YEWS Program’ 

Date of event: 7th March 2024 

Venue: LR-11 

Time: 03.00 p.m. to 05:00 p.m. 

Participants: First year, Second year students  

Twenty eight percent of the population of Maharashtra state is in the age group of 15 to 

28 years. These young people are the future of this country. The 'Youth Engagement 

And Water Stewardship ' program that will be implemented at the institute level will 

help in building the capacity of youth to deal with the challenges like climate change 

and water scarcity. Considering this the institute organized an expert lecture on ‘YEWS 

program’ on 7th March 2024 by Mr. Avadhut Abhyankar and Mr. Vijay Sapkal from Centre of 

environment education, Pune, for first year and Second year students. 

Mrs. Surbhi Gaoshinde introduced Mr. Avadhut Abhyankar and Mr. Vijay Sapkal to the 

attendees.  Mr. Avadhut Abhyankar explained this three year program will be implemented 

from 2023 to 2025 in association with the Department of Higher and Technical Education, 

Government of Maharashtra, UNICEF (Maharashtra) and ACWADAM, Pune. Centre for 

Environment and Education (CEE), Pune and Why Waste? Bengaluru are the other two key 

partners in this program. Sixteen percent of the total drought-affected districts in the country 

are in the state of Maharashtra and groundwater withdrawal is increasing day by day. Climate 

change is also affecting agricultural and drinking water availability to a large extent in recent 

years. The far-reaching consequences of this will come before us in a dire form in the 

coming years and the future generation will have to bear the consequences. The 32% 

population of Maharashtra state is in the age group of 15 to 29 and if this young 

generation is engaged, trained then they will develop the technical and decision- 

making skills to solve the water problem in the future. Mr. Vijay Sapkal explained Why 

Waste?app to mobilize Young people championing water conservation habits by promoting 

behavioral Changes is aimed to transform the future of water conservation in the state and 

Strengthen Jal Shakti Abhiyan and Catch the Rain campaign. Through Colleges and 

Universities, the department is aspiring to strengthen the climate landscape analysis 

For youth engagement, contextualize climate empowerment, green skilling, more 

Hands on/interactive resources on localized climate action. 

 

Mrs. Surbhi Gaoshinde proposed vote of thanks. 

 

                                                                                       

 
Mrs. Surbhi Gaoshinde  

Lecturer 

Green Club Faculty Coordinator 

St. Xavier’s Technical Institute, Mahim 
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